
Tuesday October27 2020

ChristopherP Guerin CPA CLDA
ChiefDeputyAssessor
WestBatonRougeParishAssessorsOffice

BurtonBusinessCenter Room439
PO Box76
PortAllen Louisiana7070767 0076

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2020674

DearMr Guerin

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsNovember6 2020meeting consideredyour
requestforanadvisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics

Code wouldprohibityoufromprovidingCPAservicestothe18thJDCPublicDefenders
OfficeandPortCityEnterprises Inc whileyouserveastheAssessorforWestBatonRouge
Parish

FPACTS ROVIDED

YouarecurrentlytheChiefDeputyAssessorfortheWBRPAO OnJanuary1 2021 yourterm
astheWBRPAOAssessorwillbegin TheAssessoristheelectedofficialresponsiblefor
establishingfairandequitablevaluesofproperty realandpersonal foradvaloremtax
purposes The advalorem basisoftaxationmeansallpropertyistobetaxedsolelyaccording
toitsvalue Youareacertifiedpublicaccountant CPA whohasprovidedCPAservicesto
the18thJDCPublicDefendersOfficeandPortCityEnterprises Inc whileyouservedasChief
DeputyAssessor

LAW

La RS 421111 C 1 a prohibitsapublicservantfromreceivinganythingofeconomic
valueforanyservice thesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantiallytothe
responsibilities programs oroperationsoftheagencyofthepublicservantandinwhichthe
publicservanthasparticipated

La RS 421111 C 2 d providesthatnopublicservantandnolegalentityinwhichthe
publicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent shall
receiveanythingofeconomicvaluefororinconsiderationofservicesrendered ortobe
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rendered toorforanypersonduringhispublicserviceunlesssuchservicesare d Neither
performedfor norcompensatedbyanypersonorfromanyofficer director agent or
employeeofsuchperson ifsuchpublicservantknowsorreasonablyshouldknowthatsuch
personhasorisseekingtoobtaincontractualorotherbusinessorfinancialrelationshipswith
thepublicservantsagency conductsoperationsoractivitieswhichareregulatedbythe
publicemployeesagency orhassubstantialeconomicinterestswhichmaybesubstantially
affectedbytheperformanceornonperformanceofthepublicemployeesofficialduty

La RS 421111 E 1 providesthatnopublicservant andnolegalentityofwhichsuch
publicservantisanofficer director trustee partner oremployee orinwhichsuchpublic
servanthasasubstantialeconomicinterest shallreceiveoragreetoreceiveanythingof
economicvalueforassistingapersoninatransaction orinanappearanceinconnectionwith
atransaction withtheagencyofsuchpublicservant

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented the
CodewouldnotprohibityoufromprovidingCPAservicestothe18 JDCPublicDefendersth

OfficeandPortCityEnterprises Inc whileyouserveastheAssessorforWestBatonRouge
Parish AslongastheCPAservicesthatyouprovidetothe18 JDCPublicDefendersOfficeth

andPortCityEnterprises Inc arenotofthesubjectmatterofwhichisdevotedsubstantially
totheresponsibilities programs oroperationsoftheWBRPAO La RS 421111 C 1 a
doesnotprohibittheprovisionofCPAservices However youwouldbeprohibitedfrom
providingCPAservicestoPortCityEnterprises Inc shouldthisentityenterintoorseekto
enterintoacontractual business orotherfinancialrelationshipwiththeWBRPAO
Additionally youwouldbeprohibitedfromrepresentingthe18 JDCPublicDefendersOfficeth

andPortCityEnterprises Inc beforetheWBRPAO

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmental
Ethics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeof
GovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct and
conflictofinterestprovisionsinthegaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontact
meat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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